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To: Mayor and Village Council

Through:

From:

Maria T. Aguilar, Village Manager

Mary Swaney, Assistant Village Manager

Date: September 8, 2016

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION OPPOSING SEISMIC BLASTING AND OFFSHORE
DRILLING ACTIVITIES

Background:
Seismic airgun blasting is utilized by the oil and gas industry to identify and map oil and gas
deposits under the seafloor. Seismic airguns towed by vessels traveling in successive parallel
lines fire intense blasts of compressed air, one of the loudest manmade sounds in the ocean,
every 10 seconds, 24 hours a day for weeks to months at a time. The loud, repetitive, explosive
sounds of the airgun pulses can be heard more than 2,500 miles away and can disturb vital
behavior or injure and kill dolphins, endangered Right Whales, endangered sea turtles, fish, and
other marine life.

The full impacts of seismic blasting and offshore drilling in the Atlantic Ocean are not yet fully
understood by scientists, the oil and gas industry, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (the
“BOEM”), or the Federal Government, but it is known that exploratory and commercial drilling,
extraction, and transportation of offshore oil and gas resources pose a significant risk of an oil
spill and leakage of other toxic waste.

A significant body of peer-reviewed science demonstrates that seismic airgun testing results in
displacement of fish, causes catch rates of some commercial fish to plummet, and disrupts vital
feeding and spawning behavior. The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council, the
International Game Fish Association, the Billfish Foundation, the Southeastern Fisheries
Association, and the Southern Shrimp Alliance have all taken formal positions opposing seismic
airgun blasting.

Opposition to seismic airgun blasting is widespread and growing. As of July 2016, 113
municipalities have passed resolutions of opposition and 101 Members of Congress, more than
750 state and local elected officials, and over 1,100 coastal business interests have all publicly
opposed seismic airgun blasting, citing threats to fisheries, marine life, coastal communities and
local economies
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Provided for additional background are informational sheets entitled Seismic Testing for
Offshore Oil and Gas Reserves (Attachment A) and Fishing, Seismic Testing and Offshore
Drilling (Attachment B).

Analysis:
Currently, there are eight (8) permits for seismic airgun blasting to search for oil and gas being
considered by the BOEM; four (4) of these permits include areas directly off the coast of Florida.
Recommendations for denial of any permits for this activity have steadily increased since 2014
in order to protect the Atlantic Ocean, its marine life and coastal economies from the harmful
impacts of seismic airgun blasting. If permitted, blasting could begin off the Florida coast as
soon as this fall.

Release of the BOEM decision for the first step of the permitting process is expected very soon.
That release will be followed by a 30-day comment period during which input such as the
proposed resolution to express Islamorada’s opposition to seismic airgun blasting and offshore
drilling activities (Attachment C) may be considered.

Budget Impact:
There is no budget impact associated with adoption of the proposed resolution.

Staff Impact:
Staff would transmit the resolution to Abigail Ross Hopper, Director of the Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management; The Honorable Sally Jewell, Secretary of the U.S. Department of the
Interior; Gary D. Goeke, Chief of the Environmental Assessment Section of the Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management (BOEM) Gulf of Mexico OCS Region; as well as to elected officials and
the Village’s state and federal lobbyists.

Recommendation:
It is recommended that the Village Council adopt the resolution opposing seismic blasting and
offshore drilling activities.
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Seismic Testing for Offshore Oil and Gas Reserves 

Seismic airgun blasting is a process which the oil and gas industry uses to identify and 
map oil and gas deposits under the seafloor. A typical seismic airgun survey involves a 
vessel traveling in successive parallel lines while towing one or multiple airgun arrays. 
The airguns used to conduct seismic surveys are the second largest source of noise 
energy in the oceans, behind explosives for military testing and shipping.1 

How does seismic airgun 
blasting work? 

Seismic airguns release pressurized 
air bubbles to create powerful sound 
waves that travel through the water 
column and seafloor2 and provide 
information about the properties of 
geologic formations more than 6 
miles below the seafloor.3 These 
sound waves then travel as echoes 
back to the sea surface, where they 
are captured by hydrophones.4 
 
Seismic airgun testing 
characteristics:  

 Loud blasts repeated every 
10-12 seconds.5 

 Repeated for days, weeks, or months at a time.6 

 Approximately 12-48 individual airguns in one array. 

 A single vessel can deploy up to 96 airguns.7 

 Sea surface area covered by the largest towed seismic arrays is 21 times greater 
than the National Mall in Washington, D.C.8 

 Seismic airgun sounds can be heard up to 2,500 miles from the source under 
some propagation conditions, farther than the distance from Washington, D.C. to 

Las Vegas.9 

 

                                                        
1
 Badelt, B. (2015). The Inventor of the Seismic Air Gun Is Trying to Supplant His Controversial Creation.  Hakai Magazine. 

2
 Seismic Surveys at Sea: The contributions of airguns to ocean noise.  (2004) Backgrounder: Acoustic Ecology Institute. 

3
 National Research Council. Ocean Noise and Marine Mammals. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. (2003). doi:10.17226/10564.  

4
 Seismic Surveys at Sea, 2004. 

5
 National Research Council. (2003).  

6
 Blackwell, S.B., et al. "Effects of Airgun Sounds on Bowhead Whale Calling Rates: Evidence for Two Behavioral Thresholds." PLoS ONE 10.6 (2015).  

7
 National Research Council. (2003).  

8
 Schuler, M. (2015). MV Sanco Sword Tows Record-Setting Seismic Streamer Spread.  gCaptain. From http://gcaptain.com/mv-sanco-sword-tows-

record-setting-seismic-streamer-spread/#.VoGysZfHIYA 
9
 Nieukirk, S. L., Mellinger, D. K., Moore, S. E., Klinck, K., Dziak, R. P., & Goslin, J. (2012).  Sounds from airguns and fins whales recorded in the mid-

Atlantic Ocean, 1999-2009.  The Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 131(2), 1102-1112.   
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Why is seismic airgun blasting a problem? 

 

Airgun pulses are loud, repetitive, explosive sounds. The produced sound can travel 
over large distances because of its low pressure and high amplitude.10 Although seismic 
airgun arrays are designed to direct most of this sound vertically downwards, a 
significant amount of sound still travels horizontally away from the airguns.11  Because 
sound travels so efficiently underwater, airgun pulses can be heard far from their 
sources – sometimes more than 2,500 miles away.12  

 
Where is seismic airgun blasting being considered? 

 

In 2014 the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management (BOEM) issued a 
Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement (PEIS) and Record of 
Decision to allow geological and 
geophysical (G&G) activities – 
including seismic airgun testing – to 
move forward in the Atlantic once 
additional environmental reviews are 
completed. The seismic testing 
permits being considered by BOEM 
would potentially allow temporally 
and spatially overlapping seismic 
surveys along the Atlantic coast that 
would result in cumulative impacts to 
marine life. This seismic testing 
would occur in an area twice the size 
of California,13 330,032 square miles, 
spanning from Delaware south to central Florida. 

The biological impacts of seismic airgun blasting 

 

Fish 

Fish species vary in their ability to detect and use sound, and 
seismic airgun noise therefore has a range of impacts on fish.  
Numerous studies have shown that noise from seismic airgun 

                                                        
10

 Thode, A., Kim, K. H., Greene Jr, C. R., & Roth, E. (2010).  Long range transmission loss of broadband seismic pulses in the Arctic under ice-free 
conditions.  The Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 128(4), EL181-EL187. 
11

 NRC.  (2003).  Ocean Noise and Marine Mammals. 
12

 Nieukirk et al., 2012  
13

 BOEM. (2012). Atlantic OCS Proposed Geological and Geophysical Activities Mid and South Atlantic Planning Areas Draft Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement (DPEIS), Vol I. Chapters 1-8. Section 4.2 Alternative A – The Proposed Action. pg. 177. 

Permits for Atlantic seismic surveys being reviewed by BOEM. 
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testing negatively impacts fish. 

Examples include: 

 40%-80% reduced catch rates in Atlantic cod, haddock, rockfish, herring, sand 

eel, and blue whiting.14,15, 16, 17,18,19 

 Alarm response and damaged hearing structures.20,21 

 Hearing system damage in pink snapper (Pagrus auratus).22  

 

Invertebrates (i.e. bivalves)  

Research indicates that some invertebrates are 
negatively impacted by seismic noise. 
 

Examples include: 

 Captive squid demonstrated strong startle responses and behavioral changes at 
approximately 2-5 km from an approaching seismic source.23 

 Stress responses in bivalves24 and crabs.25  

 Developmental delays and body malformations in scallop larvae.26  

 
Whales 

Marine mammals rely on sound for feeding, 
communication, navigation and other behaviors 
necessary for survival. Studies found that seismic airgun 
noise can cause hearing impairment, physiological 
changes, and behavioral changes.27  These include 

                                                        
14

 Dalen, J., & Knutsen, G. (1987).  Scaring effects in fish and harmful effects on eggs, larvae and fry by offshore seismic explorations. Progress in 
underwater acoustics (pp. 93-102): Springer. 
15

 Engas, A., Lokkeborg, S., Ona, E., & Soldal, A.V. (1996).  Effects of seismic shooting on local abundance and catch rates of cod (Gadus morhua) 
and haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus).  Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences, 53(10), 2238-2249. doi: 10.1139/cjfas-53-10-2238. 
16

 Hassel, A., Knutsen, T., Dalen, J., Skaar, K., Lokkeborg, S., Misund, O., Ostensen, O., Fonn, M., & Haugland, E. (2004).  Influence of seismic 
shooting on the lesser sandeel (Ammodytes marinus).  ICES Journal of Marine Science: Journal du Conseil, 61(7), 1165-1173. 
17

 Løkkeborg, S. (1991).  Effects of a geophysical survey on catching success in longline fishing. 
18

 Skalski, J., Pearson, W., & Malme, C. (1992).  Effects of sounds from a geophysical survey device on catch-per-unit-effort in a hook-and-line fishery 
for rockfish (Sebastes spp.).  Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences, 49(7), 1357-1365. 
19

 Slotte, A., Hansen, K., Dalen, J., & Ona, E. (2004).  Acoustic mapping of pelagic fish distribution and abundance in relation to a seismic shooting 
area off the Norwegian west coast.  Fisheries Research, 67(2), 143-150. doi: 10.1016/j.fishres.2003.09.046 
20

 McCauley, R., Fewtrell, J., Duncan, A., Jenner, C., Jenner, M., Penrose, J., Prince, R., Adhitya, A., Murdoch, J., & McCabe, K.  (2000).  Marine 
seismic surveys: Analysis of airgun signals; and effects of air gun exposure on humpback whales, sea turtles, fishes and squid.  Rep. from Centre for 
Marine Science and Technology, Curtin Univ., Perth, WA, for Austral. Petrol. Prod. Assoc., Sydney, NSW, 8-5. 
21

 McCauley, R., Fewtrell, J. & Popper, A. (2003).  High intensity anthropogenic sound damages fish ears.  The Journal of the Acoustical Society of 
America, 113(1), 638-642. 
22

 McCauley, Robert D, et al. "High Intensity Anthropogenic Sound Damages Fish Ears." The journal of the acoustical society of America 113, no. 1 
(2003): 638-42 
23

 McCauley, R. D., et al. (2000) 
24

 Moriyasu, M., et al. 2004. Effects of seismic and marine noise on invertebrates: A literature review. Canadian Science Advisory Secretariat. 
Research document 2004/126. 
25

DFO (Department of Fisheries and Oceans). 2004. Potential impacts of seismic energy on snow crab. DFO Can. Sci. Advis. Sec. Habitat Status 
report No. 2004/003.   
26

Aguilar de Soto, N., Delorme, N., Atkins, J., Howard, S.,Williams, J. and Johnson, M.2013.  Anthropogenic noise causes body malformations and 
delays development in marine larvae. Scientific Reports 3: 283 DOI:10.1038/srep02831. 
27

  Gordon, J., Gillespie, D., Potter, J., Frantzis, A., Simmonds, M. P., Swift, 
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chronic stress, avoidance, displacement, communication masking, and vocalization 
changes.28  Research studies demonstrate that seismic airgun noise can disrupt whale 
behavior. 
 

Examples include: 

 Bowhead Whale: change in surface respiration, avoidance, and call 

cessation.29,30,31 

 North Atlantic Right Whale: Exposure to low-frequency ship noise may be 
associated with chronic stress in baleen whales.32 

 Sperm Whale: Feeding rate decline.33  
 Fin Whale: Altered singing and abandonment of habitat.34 

 

Sea Turtles 

Sea turtle hearing range overlaps with the higher frequency 
noises from seismic airguns.  Studies show that seismic airgun 
noise can negatively impact sea turtles. 

Examples include: 

 Sea turtles show an alarm response to seismic noise.35   

 Sea turtles show avoidance responses to seismic noise.36   

 Turtles are at risk of becoming entangled in survey equipment.37 
 

  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
R., and Thompson, D. 2004. A review of the effects of seismic surveys on marine mammals. Mar. Technol. Soc. J. 37(4):16 – 34. 
28

 Id. 
29

 Richardson, W., Miller, G., & Greene Jr, C. (1999).  Displacement of migrating bowhead whales by sounds from seismic surveys in shallow waters of 
the Beaufort Sea.  The Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 106(4), 2281-2281. 
30

 Robertson, F, Koski, W., Thomas, T. Richardson, W., Würsig, B., & Trites, A. (2013).  Seismic operations have variable effects on dive-cycle 
behavior of bowhead whales in the Beaufort Sea. 
31

 Blackwell, S. Nations, C., McDonald, T., Greene, Jr, C., Thode, A., Guerra, M. & Macrander, A. (2013).  Effects of airgun sounds on bowhead whale 
calling rates in the Alaskan Beaufort Sea.  Marine Mammal Science, 29(4). 
32

 Rolland, R. M., et al. "Evidence That Ship Noise Increases Stress in Right Whales." Proceedings of the Royal Society B-Biological Sciences 279, no. 
1737 (Jun 22 2012): 2363-68. 
33

 Miller, P., et al. "Using at-Sea Experiments to Study the Effects of Airguns on the Foraging Behavior of Sperm Whales in the Gulf of Mexico." Deep-
Sea Research Part I-Oceanographic Research Papers 56, no. 7 (Jul 2009): 1168-81. 
34

 Castellote, M., et al. "Acoustic and Behavioural Changes by Fin Whales (Balaenoptera Physalus) in Response to Shipping and Airgun Noise." 
Biological Conservation 147, no. 1 (3// 2012): 115-22. 
35

McCauley, R., Fewtrell, J., Duncan, A., Jenner, C., Jenner, M., Penrose, J., Prince, R., Adhitya, A., Murdoch, J., & McCabe, K. (2000).  Marine 
seismic surveys: Analysis of airgun signals; and effects of air gun exposure on humpback whales, sea turtles, fishes and squid.  Rep. from Centre for 
Marine Science and Technology, Curtin Univ., Perth, WA, for Austral., Petrol. Prod. Assoc., Sydney, NSW, 8-5. 
36

Id. 
37

 Weir, C. (2007).  Observations of marine turtles in relation to seismic airgun sound off Angola.  Marine Turtle Newsletter, 116, 17-20. 
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Fishing, Seismic Testing, and Offshore Drilling 

The federal government’s draft plan for offshore oil and gas leasing for 2017-2022 includes a 
proposal to drill off a wide swath of the Atlantic coast. Resistance to this proposal is strong and 
growing: many East Coast communities and constituencies, including fishing industry 
representatives, have voiced their opposition. 
 
The processes for allowing oil and gas exploration and leasing in the Atlantic Ocean are moving 
forward in two separate, though related, tracks. First, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
(BOEM) in 2014 issued a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) and Record of 
Decision to allow geological and geophysical (G&G) activities—including seismic airgun blasting— 
to move forward in the Atlantic once various additional environmental reviews are completed. Now, 
BOEM is in the process of developing the plan for offshore oil and gas leasing during 2017-2022, 
with the next draft to be released in early 2016. 
 
Fishermen are ocean stakeholders uniquely reliant upon and knowledgeable about healthy ocean 
ecosystems. Commercial and recreational fishermen recognize the serious risks posed by seismic 
testing and offshore drilling. For example, there is evidence that seismic airguns can dramatically 
decrease catch rates of commercial fish species by about 50 percent on average over 
thousands of square miles, with even greater reductions in areas close to the airguns.

1
 

 

Along with two of the Regional Fishery Management Councils that regulate fishing activities— the 
South Atlantic and Mid-Atlantic Councils—fishermen have added their voices to the opposition to oil 
and gas activities in the Atlantic. The two Councils manage many of the fisheries in the proposed 
area for seismic blasting and oil and gas leasing. They are composed largely of industry 
representatives.  
 
The following statements from the Fishery Management Councils, fisheries associations, and 
individual fishermen reflect this opposition and the industry’s deep concerns about offshore oil and 
gas exploration and development.  
 

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 

 ―The Council is committed to the effective stewardship of the marine fisheries and associated 
habitats in the Mid-Atlantic region. The environmental risks associated with offshore oil 
development and operations are not consistent with the Council’s vision for healthy and 
productive marine ecosystems supporting thriving, sustainable marine fisheries.‖

2
 

 ―After many years of working to rebuild Mid-Atlantic fisheries to sustainable levels, the potential 
negative impacts of G&G activities on these rebuilt resources are extremely troubling.‖

 3
 

 ―The Council recognizes the importance of energy exploration to U.S. economic security, but the 
[G&G] activities described in the Final PEIS have the potential to contravene the Council's 
efforts to conserve and manage living marine resources and habitat.‖

4
 

                                                        
1 A. Engås et al., Effects of Seismic Shooting on Local Abundance and Catch Rates of Cod (Gadus Morhua) and Haddock (Melanogrammus Aeglefinus), 53 
Canadian J. Fisheries &Aquatic Sciences 2238–49 (1996). 
2Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, ―Council Policy on Offshore Oil‖, December 2015.  
3 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, Letter to Gary D. Goeke (BOEM), May 2, 2014.  
4Ibid.  

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/511cdc7fe4b00307a2628ac6/t/56719b9d25981df7cbc6076a/1450285981164/Policy_OffshoreOil_2015-12-15.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/mid_atlantic_fishery_management_council.pdf
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  ―…given the existing value of marine resources to the region and the nation, from the Council’s 
perspective the potential benefits do not appear to outweigh the risks of initiating the 
proposed G&G activities.‖

5
 

 

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
 

 Regarding offshore drilling: 

o ―The SAFMC finds…that oil or gas drilling for exploration or development on or closely 
associated with EFH [Essential Fish Habitat]…be prohibited.‖

6
 

o ―Certain offshore, nearshore, and riverine habitats are particularly important to the long-term 
viability of commercial and recreational fisheries under SAFMC management, and potentially 
threatened by oil, gas, wind and other energy exploration and development activities.‖

7
 

 Regarding seismic testing:  
o ―…seismic testing will directly impact benthic ecosystems, essential fish habitat, managed 

species, and the fisheries which depend on them. Therefore, the Council recommends 
that seismic surveys not be conducted in areas that will impact EFH [Essential Fish 
Habitat]...”

8
 

o “Multi-million dollar recreational and commercial fisheries in our region may 
potentially be affected by seismic testing.”

9
 

 

Fishing Associations 
 
 

Southeastern Fisheries Association: ―On behalf of the seafood industry represented by our 63 
year old fisheries association, we implore you to prevent the seismic testing slated for the east coast 
of Florida. There is no upside for injuring Right whales and dolphins or putting our white beaches 
and tourism industry in jeopardy.‖

10
 

 

The Billfish Foundation: ―Before moving further, additional programmatic analysis is needed to 
reduce the potentially negative impacts [of G&G activities] on important marine ecosystems as well 
as economically important activities such as recreational fishing.‖

11
 

 

International Game Fish Association: ―The proposed G&G activities will have significant 
environmental impacts but the PEIS fails to provide specific detail on how it will affect marine 
mammals, fish and benthic communities…As such, we feel that there is simply is too much at risk in 
going forward with seismic testing.‖

12
 

 

Jim Donofrio, Executive Director, Recreational Fishing Alliance: ―I’m very fearful of anything 
offshore after [Deepwater Horizon]. The industry proved they can’t cap a deepwater spill and the 
government can’t help us. I’m anti-offshore drilling.‖

13
 

 

Roy Diehl, Director, Belford Seafood Cooperative; Member, Board of Directors, Garden State 
Seafood Association: ―If there is any kind of spill [off the South Atlantic] it’ll carry it up here. We’re 
against it.‖

14 

                                                        
5Ibid.  
6 South Atlantic Fishery Management Council, ―Policies for the Protection and Restoration of Essential Fish Habitats from Energy Exploration, Development 
Transportation and Hydropower Re-Licensing‖, June 2005. 
7South Atlantic Fishery Management Council, ―Policy for the Protection and Restoration of Essential Fish Habitats from Energy Exploration and Development 
Activities‖, December 14, 2015. 
8 The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council, Letter to Gary D. Goeke (BOEM), April 30, 2015.  
9Ibid. 
10The Southeastern Fisheries Association, Letter to President Obama, December 3, 2014.  
11 The Billfish Foundation, Letter to Gary D. Goeke (BOEM), May 7, 2014.  
12 The International Game Fish Association, Letter to Gary D. Goeke (BOEM), May 1, 2014. 
13Radel, Dan, and Nicole Gaudiano. "Fishermen, Lawmakers Blast Atlantic Coast Drilling Plan." USA Today. 29 Jan. 2015. Web. 13 Nov. 2015. 
14Ibid. 

http://www.safmc.net/habitat-ecosystem/pdf/SAFMCEnergyPolicyFinal05.pdf
http://www.safmc.net/habitat-ecosystem/pdf/SAFMCEnergyPolicyFinal05.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/safmcenergypolicydec1415.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/662/safmcenergypolicydec1415.pdf
https://www.southernenvironment.org/uploads/words_docs/SAFMCSeismicCommApril151.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/southeastern_fishery_association.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/billfish_foundation.pdf
http://usa.oceana.org/sites/default/files/southeastern_fishery_association.pdf
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2015/01/29/fishermen-lawmakers-blast-atlantic-coast-drilling-plan/22511855/


RESOLUTION 16-

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF
ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS, FLORIDA,
EXPRESSING OPPOSITION TO SEISMIC BLASTING
AND OFFSHORE DRILLING ACTIVITIES; PROVIDING
FOR TRANSMITTAL; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the wise stewardship of our natural resources involves the protection of

Florida’s water resources and natural environment for generations to come; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) is currently in the

process of trying to open the Mid and South Atlantic Ocean to the exploration and development of

offshore oil and gas by including risky methods such as seismic blasting; and

WHEREAS, seismic air-guns fire intense blasts of compressed air, one of the loudest

manmade sounds in the ocean at 200-230 decibels, every 10 seconds, 24 hours a day for periods of

weeks to months that could prove harmful or injure and kill dolphins, whales, endangered sea

turtles, fish, and other marine life; and

WHEREAS, the full impacts of seismic blasting and offshore drilling in the Atlantic Ocean

are not yet fully understood by scientists, the oil and gas industry, BOEM, or the Federal

Government; and

WHEREAS, exploratory and commercial drilling, extraction, and transportation of offshore

oil and gas resources pose a significant risk of an oil spill and leakage of other toxic waste; and

WHEREAS, eventual offshore drilling may require significant onshore infrastructure, such

as pipelines or refineries, which may harm the character of the coastline; and

WHEREAS, offshore drilling activities pose threats to treasured vacation destinations on

Florida’s Coasts, which are of intrinsic economic value for numerous industries, serve as essential

nursery habitats for recreational and commercially important fisheries, and act as natural buffers

from storm surge and hurricanes; and
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WHEREAS, Islamorada, Village of Islands (“Islamorada” or the “Village”) recognizes that

tourism and fishing related to a healthy and vibrant coastal environment both serve as major

economic drivers benefiting the current and future residents, property owners and visitors to

Florida; and

WHEREAS, Islamorada endeavors to be a good steward of the state and region’s

environment and its resources; and

WHEREAS, the exploration and development of oil and gas off the coasts of Florida will

not effectively address the long-term energy needs of our country; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council of Islamorada, Village of Islands (the “Village Council”)

is elected to represent the best interests of Village residents; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council has determined that it would be more economically and

ecologically responsible to pursue non-polluting sources of renewable energy that pose less risk to

the coastal environment and economic health before using uncertain methods of seismic blasting for

offshore oil and gas exploration; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council finds that opposing seismic blasting and offshore drilling

activities in the Atlantic Ocean is in the best interest of Islamorada and its residents.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF

ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Recitals. The above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein

by this reference.

Section 2. Opposing Seismic Airgun Testing and Offshore Drilling in the Atlantic

Ocean. Seismic airgun testing for oil and gas exploration and drilling for oil and natural gas

in the Atlantic Ocean will put Florida’s environment, beaches, marine resources and local

economies at risk. Therefore, due to the potential harmful impacts on the residents, environment,

and natural resources of Islamorada, the Village Council hereby expresses its opposition to these
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activities and urges the Federal Government to stop this process and ensure the vitality of

vulnerable local economies on Florida’s coast.

Section 3. Transmittal. The Village Clerk is directed to transmit a copy of this

resolution to Abigail Ross Hopper, Director of the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management; The

Honorable Sally Jewell, Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior; and Gary D. Goeke, Chief

of the Environmental Assessment Section of the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM)

Gulf of Mexico OCS Region.

Section 4. Effective Date. This resolution shall become effective immediately

upon its adoption.

Motion to adopt by ______________________, seconded by __________________.

FINAL VOTE AT ADOPTION

VILLAGE COUNCIL OF ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS

Mayor Deb Gillis ___
Vice Mayor Jim Mooney ___
Councilman Mike Forster ___
Councilman Chris Sante ___
Councilman Dennis Ward ___

PASSED AND ADOPTED ON THIS ___ DAY OF __________, 2016.

DEB GILLIS, MAYOR
ATTEST:

KELLY TOTH, VILLAGE CLERK

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY
FOR THE USE AND BENEFIT OF ISLAMORADA,
VILLAGE OF ISLANDS ONLY

____________________________________
ROGET V. BRYAN, VILLAGE ATTORNEY
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